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II.	Freedom of the seas.
This was intended to check the British practice of seizing neutral
cargoes that might be useful to an enemy—a very old bone of conten-
tion (§§ 251, 264). It was dropped out of the treaties ; but the United
States took care to prevent interference for the future by building a
navy as strong as the British.
III.	The removal of economic barriers.
Those barriers are more numerous and higher than ever.
IV.	All armaments to be reduced to a minimum.
They are greater than ever, except those of Great Britain.
V.	An impartial adjustment of colonial claims, the interests of the
populations having equal weight with the claims of the Governments
whose title is to be determined.
Practically all the German colonies came under British rule.
VI.	Unhampered opportunity of development for Russia, under
institutions of her own choosing, with cordial assistance from other
nations.
The Allies made war on Soviet Russia, and afterwards hampered it
by economic boycott.
VII.	Belgium to be evacuated and restored.
VIII.	Alsace-Lorraine to be restored to France, and all French
territory evacuated and restored.
The restoration was afterwards held to include the making good of
all the damage done in the war—that is to say, the whole cost of it,
including pensions to wounded and widows.
IX.	Italian frontiers to be readjusted.
The rival claims of Italy and Yugo-Slavia to the eastern coast of the
Adriatic led to much bitterness.
X.	Subject peoples of Austro-Hungary to gain an independent
existence.
This resulted in the creation of Czecho-Slovakia and Yugo-Slavia.
XL Balkan frontiers to be readjusted on " historical lines."
XII.	The non-Turkish portions of the Ottoman Empire to be
afforded opportunities of autonomous development.
XIII.	" An independent Polish state should be erected which should
include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations,
and should be afforded secure access to the sea. . . ."
The Germans complain that the " corridor " which gives Poland
access to the sea splits up Germany and robs them of territories in*
disputably German in population.
XIV.	" A general association of nations must be formed under
specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of
political independence. . . ."

